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Northern Idaho 
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Central Washington 

Lisa Vincent 
lvincent@nwbusiness.org 

 
Western Washington 
Elizabeth Rusnak 

erusnak@nwbusiness.org 
Elizabeth Stevens 

estevens@nwbusiness.org 
Mark Beppler 

mbeppler@nwbusiness.org 
 

Southwestern Washington/ 
North Oregon 

Jim Bight 
jbright@nwbusiness.org 

Mike Miller 
mmiller@nwbusiness.org 

Walla Walla Sew & Vac - 

“SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR NOMINEE” 
 

“A few months ago, a woman by the name of Jolene came into 
our store. She was looking to replace a sewing machine. I know 
lots of people who choose not to sew because they think it is too 
difficult for them, however, this is not the case for Jolene, and 
she is 100% blind! 
After a couple of hours, we found the machine with an automatic 
threader, that we felt would be the perfect choice. She was so 
grateful for this option. With the purchase of a new machine, we 
offer free sewing lessons. I was able to sit with her and  
demonstrate how to use her new machine. 
I sat down at the machine and closed my eyes. I wanted to  
experience and try, in a small way, to understand the challenges 
that someone who was blind would face. To be honest, the first 
few times, I panicked and had to open my eyes. The exercise did 
help me understand more clearly the obstacles that she faced and 
made me more empathetic to her situation. When we were  
finished with the class, she asked me if I thought she could make 
a quilt. She could absolutely make a quilt! 
A few days later, she showed up with the quilt all pieced. I was so 
amazed! Most people take months to make a quilt! 
At this time, we were doing a competition in the store. We had 
eight people enter. The quilts were displayed on the store wall for 
four weeks and people voted on their favorite one. Jolene walked 
away with the prize of a new sewing machine. 
She has taught me that anything is possible if you diligently  
pursue your dreams and refuse to give up, even if it initially  
appears to be out of reach.” 

- Tara Redberg, Owner of Walla Walla Sew & Vac 

Not Your Average Craft Store 

Jolene and Tara 



 
 

In 2017, NWBDA’s employees, along with the employer match, raised $2,628, which was split  
between River’s Wish Animal Sanctuary and Christ Kitchen.  

In the past 10 years, the NWBDA Office has been able to donate around $22,628 to local charities! 

info@nwbusiness.org 
www.nwbusiness.org 

(509) 458-8555 
(800) 540-1748 (Toll Free) 

Follow us on Twitter! 
@NorthwestBDA 

 

In the month of  

December, NWBDA 

helped create 22 new jobs 

in the local communities! 

Achieving BIG Dreams for SMALL Businesses 

 

December’s   

Loan Approvals 

NWBDA approved 6 new 

projects for the total amount 

of $6,407,312.00 

 

December’s  

Loan Fundings 

NWBDA funded 7 new 

projects for the total 

amount of $13,076,003.67 

10 Steps to Start Your Business 

1. Conduct Market Research 

2. Write your business plan 

3. Fund your business 

4. Pick your business location 

5. Choose a business structure 

6. Choose your business name 

7. Register your business 

8. Get federal and state tax IDs 

9. Apply for licenses and permits 

10. Open a business bank account 

Visit: www.sba.gov to learn more! 

Did you know? 


